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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 6, 7, 10, and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Valdez (U.S. 5934999), and further in view of Beavers (U.S. 
200201 1 1205). Valdez discloses a roulette table device with a progressive jackpot 
(Figure 1 ; Column 1 , Lines 54-67). Valdez also discloses: 

a gaming table designed for playing a roulette game, in which a number 
layout for placing betting chips is provided on the table (Figure 1), 
several player positions (Figure 1), 
a croupier position (Figure 1; Column 1, Lines 29-35), 
playing means for playing the roulette game (Figure 1), 
a jackpot computer unit for producing a progressive build-up of a jackpot 
during each round of a game, and a reduction of the jackpot if a 
jackpot has been paid out to a player position (Column 2, Lines 45- 
63; Column 6, Lines 22-25), 
However, Valdez seems to lack a device comprising a dolly, detection area, and 
detection of a movement. 
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3. Beavers teaches a device comprising a dolly, which a croupier has to place on a 
corresponding position on the number layout after a winning number has come up in a 
round of a game (Paragraph 86), a detection area on a gaming table for detecting the 
dolly within said area being provided and detection means being provided for detection 
of a movement dolly to or from the detection area (Paragraph 86, 133), and the 
detection means being designed, on detection of a movement of the dolly to or from the 
detection area during a round of a game, automatically to issue an instruction to the 
jackpot computer unit for a random determination to be made on whether the jackpot 
can be paid out to one or more of the player positions in the round of the game 
concerned (86, 133). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the elements of Valdez and Beavers. One would be motivated to do so to 
provide more excitement to a player. All the claimed elements were known in the prior 
art and one skilled in the art could have provided a device to provide more excitement to 
a player by known methods with no change in their respective functions, and the 
combination would have yielded predictable results. 

4. Beavers also teaches: 

Regarding claim 2, in which the detection means are at least partially provided 
near the detection area (Paragraph 86). 

Regarding claim 5, in which the detection means comprises a time switch that is 
designed to establish whether the dolly has been moved to or from the detection area in 
a specific minimum period of time (Paragraph 86, 89) 
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Regarding claim 6 and 9, in which the detection area is formed by a home base 
for dolly provided at the position of or near the croupier position (Paragraph 86), and 
where each number or slot is its own detection area (Paragraph 86). 

Regarding claim 7, in which the detection area comprises at least the number 
layout (Paragraph 86, 94). 

Regarding claim 10, in which reading means are provided under the respective 
number compartment positions of the number layout, which reading means are 
designed for automated reading out of a winning number compartment on which the 
dolly has been placed in a round of a game (Paragraph 86, 133). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , in which the reading means are integral with the detection 
means (Paragraph 86, 133). 

5. Regarding claim 8, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
implement a detection means such that a method of automatically detecting could 
comprise a manual ON/OFF switch. Valdez teaches an automatic detection means 
(Paragraph 86) that one of ordinary skill in the art could implement with an ON/OFF 
switch. All the claimed elements were known in the prior art and one skilled in the art 
could have provided an ON/OFF switch by known methods with no change in their 
respective functions, and the combination would have yielded predictable results. 
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6. Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Valdez (U.S. 5934999), Beavers (U.S. 20020111205), and further in view of Order (U.S. 
5941769). Valdez and Beavers discloses all of the elements as mentioned, however, 
they lack disclosing a detection loop and a transponder. 

7. Order teaches an antenna and a transponder (Col 1 1 , Lines 21-46). As both are 
designed for table games of chance it would have been obvious to combine the 
elements of Valdez and Beavers with Order. One would be motivated to do so to 
provide more excitement to a player. All the claimed elements were known in the prior 
art and one skilled in the art could have provided a device to provide more excitement to 
a player by known methods with no change in their respective functions, and the 
combination would have yielded predictable results. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ELDRED I. LOPEZ whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3771 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Isabella can be reached on (571) 272-4749. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Eldred Lopez 
Patent Examiner 



/DAVID J ISABELLA/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4156 



